
Cackle Hatchery's History Tour 

In 1936 Clifford Smith along with wife Lena started the Cackle 

Hatchery, named after the sound a hen makes; "a hen cackle". 

Clifford had worked in a hatchery prior to opening his own. Things 

have changed since that time when eggs were only 6 cents a dozen 

and there were only incubators for 125,000 eggs. Today incubators 

are heated with electricity; and there is now room for more than 

320,000 eggs and eggs are now around $2.00 a dozen in the grocery 

store.



1936 ïClifford and Lena Smith, children: Darlene and Clifton Smith



1937 - Cackle Hatchery building in downtown Lebanon, MO



1937 - Clifford Smith (children, Clifton and Darlene) Cackle 
Hatchery with 3 locations in Lebanon, MO - Dixon, MO- Buffalo, 
MO



1939 - Clifford Smith building second addition to Cackle Hatchery in downtown
Lebanon, MO.



1939 ïClifford Smith far left holding a box of chicks, Clifton Smith, ñsonò
Is to the right side of photo.



Along with a few manufactured incubators Clifford made most of his 

incubators. In fact, he had a U.S. government patent on his incubators but 

because of the war years in the early 1940's there was a shortage of materials, so 

he was never able to manufacture his incubators.



1940 ïLena Smith, children, Clifton and Darlene Smith in front
of Cackle Hatchery downtown.



1948 ïCackle Hatchery, Dixon MO. Location, two employees.








































































































